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NEXT MEETING 
... Dick Southcombe 


Our June 5th general meeting will be 
held at the Deakin WVoolstores 
campus as part of the official 
opening of Environment Expo - 
Geelong 98. 


The purpose of the ‘Expo’ is to 
“provide opportunities for the 
general public to become more 
aware and therefore more 
appreciative of our natural 
environment.” 


The ‘Expo’ is open to all and we are 
hoping our members will bring family 
and friends along early - from 7pm - 
to see the activities and displays 
exhibited by a wde cross-section of 
groups concerned about our 
environment. 


There is ample parking in Deakin’s 
Smythe St carpark, in Smythe St 
and in Gheringhap St close to the 
‘Expo’ entrance. 


After a brief official opening and 
launch of the Geelong Green Guide, 
Tim Allen will present an illustrated 
lecture titled “Underwater Wonders 
of Port Phillip Bay”. 


As we are co-hosting this session 
and there are likely to be many 
visitors, members are asked to 
please bring slices and/or biscuits for 
supper. 

o 


New members... 


We are pleased to welcome the 
following new members who 
joined the club in April. 


Mrs Pamela Rogers 
Ms E S Wasterval 


CAMPOUT 6-8 JUNE 
... Dick Southcombe 


Due to the closing session of Expo 
98 on Friday evening our campout 
in the Brisbane Ranges will 
commence at 12.30 for lunch on 
Saturday. 


We will be camping at the old 
Steiglitz School where there are 
bunk houses, hot showers, a 
kitchen and a cosy meeting room. 


The cost is $18 per person for two 
nights, based on a minimum of 
ten people. Please bring your own 
pillows and sleeping bags. 


We will depart 9.00am Sunday 
and Monday to survey various 
habitats on the Ted Errey Nature 
Circuit. 


Please let me know if you will be 
camping or a day visitor. 
Oo 


CLUB ELECTIONS 
AGM 1998 


At the Annual General Meeting held 
on April 7, 1998, the following 
executive officers and committee 
members were elected. 


President: 
Vice President: | Vacant 
Hon. Treasurer: Ray Baverstock 
Hon. Secretary: Madeline Glynn 
Immediate Past President: 
Dick Southcombe 
Committe Members: 
Peter Hackett 
Diana Primrose 
Graeme Tribe 
Donna Wood 
Vacant 
Vacant 
Vacant 


Barry Lingham 


The President, Barry Lingham, 
points out that the club can only 
serve the needs of the members 
completely if the vacant positions 
are filled. 


If you feel that you can help, kindly 
contact Barry. 
o 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Helen Lee 


Dunes Excursion , May 24. 
Location: Anglesea - Aireys Inlet. 


Meet: 9.00 am at Karingal to meet 
Helen at 10.00am at the Point 
Roadknight car park which is just 
through Anglesea proper (signpost 
about 300m past the top of Anglesea 
hill). 

A bus will not be available. 


Itinerary: 
Look at 
vegetation. 


Melaleuca climax 


Move on to another site to see 
intermediate stage in dune 
vegetation. 


Beach walk. Urquhart Bluff car park 
to Hutt Gully. To see the main 
vegetation and various aspects of 
dune degradation. 


If time and weather permit, another 
beach walk at Aireys Inlet. 
Oo 


This issue... 


Our librarian Betty Moore has done 
all the hard work and in her column 
this month she tells us where to find 
some interesting reading such as: 


+ The latest on the war on 
Undaria (‘Geelong Naturalist’ 
August 1997 Madeline Glynn) 
The DNRE regards the matter 
as serious enough to warrant a 
‘hotline’. 

+ News of what has been 
happening at the OGNR and an 
article by Dave King on the club 
emblem, the Small Ant Blue 
Butterfly. ; 

+ A special award to Ira Savage 
from Parks Australia and the 
Friends of Mud Island. 


Valda Dedman has the last word on 
the Spiny Pepper Cress, - for the 
moment. 


| read something about cockatoos 
and 18 cats - sounds like a Barry 
Lingham item - have a look for it. 

Oo 
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MAY 


... With Joe Hubbard 


You, You Yangs and Birds; 
Smoke Bushes; Grieving Grebes 
and Thieving Gulls?; and also. 


You, You Yangs and Birds. 
Orange wing-bar flashes against the 
dark greens of Black Wattle drew our 
attention to a small flock of birds 
moving through the trees. 


My immediate thoughts were 
Rainbow Bee-eaters, quickly 
dismissed as too late in the season, 
but someone quickly decided that 
Varied Sittellas have a similar 
characteristic - and little else to 
compare them wih Rainbow Birds - 
so Rainbows they were not| 


About the same time, a brief glimpse 
of a yellow and black bird had one 
thinking of Golden Whistler, but a 
more composed look showed that it 
had a crest, somewhat different 
head markings and a stouter beak - 
a Crested Shrike-tit. A robin flew 
past - obviously a Scarlet. One 
observer said it had a white forehead 
but the field guide showed that the 
rose and the flame also had white on 
the forehead - so more checks were 
made to be sure. 


On our You Yangs excursion we 
were lucky enough to have people 
familiar with these birds - that helps] 
Also, the birds were different enough 
to give clues as to their 
identification.--Of-course there are 
always the birds that seem to look 
the same - like some raptors, those 
little brown birds the thornbills and 
the waders. 


| suppose, like |, you have wondered 
at the ability of our experienced bird 
observers to identify birds in wnat 
seems less than blinking time. | am 
still in awe of the ‘gift’ these people 
have. 


Bottom Lines 

+ Sittelas like trees to climb over. 
Look for them in the You Yangs, 
around the Court House area at 
Steiglitz and at Anglesea. They 
have nested in the Ironbark 
Basin. 

+ Crested Shrike-tits can be found 
in the Bannockburn Common, 


You Yangs and ‘have even 
been reported along the 
Barwon River near Queen’s 
Park. Listen for bark tearing as 
they search for food. 

+ Learn to identify raptors by the 
way they hold their wings when 
gliding. Swamp Harriers glide 
with wings in a pushed-down V 
‘shape and Goshawks flap and 
glide with flat wings. 

+ Thornbills. Good tips from 
Craig Morley (Geelong 
Naturalist, Feb 1998, Page 11). 
Have another read! 


Smoke Bushes 

Austral Tobacco and Tree 
Tobacco were two of the few 
plants flowering in the You Yangs, 
14/9/98. 


Found on rocky places, (plenty 
here!), Austral tobacco, Nicotiana 
suaveolens, is a leafy plant of 
about 60cm wth fragrant, 
trumpet-like, showy white flowers. 
It is spring flowering but as we 
found, it flowers sporadically for 
most months except the colder. 


Tree Tobacco Nicotiana glauca, is 
a shrub of two metres covered 
with attractive pale yellow 
trumpets. A native of South 
America (Argentina), it is 
naturalised widely in Australia. 


Plant some Night Scented 
Tobacco Nicotiana alata, near 
your back or front door and when 
it flowers, inhale the night airs. 
That's one safe way to get a lift. 


Bottom Lines 

+ Nicotiana tobacum is grown 
commonly for tobacco but it 
has been used as an attractive 
large border plant in the 
cottage garden. 

+ Suaveolens means 
scented. 


sweet 


; + Plan an October visit to the 


You Yangs to find the Austral 
Tobacco and be surprised at 
the number of other flowering 
plants - weather conditions and 
kangaroos permitting. 

+ Tobacco plants can be bought 
from your local nursery 
(N. alata). 


Grieving Grebes; and Thieving 
Gulls? 

The family of grebes (Geelong 
Naturalist, April 1998, Pp 2 and 3.) 
we found in the You Yangs has been 
reduced to 1 & 2. Such are the perils 
of the natural world. One can only 
guess as to their fate. 


Maybe they flew out to join all the 
others rafting on the bays and 
coastal ponds. | hope they did! 


Recently, 26/4/98, | watched some 
Silver Gulls swimming within a raft 
of about 20 Hoary-headed Grebes. 
The gulls kept pace with the grebes 
as they dived for food. | could not 
work out what was going on but it 
continued for at least half an hour 
Which was when | stopped watching. 


And Also 

Swift Moths emerge from holes in 
the ground leaving an empty pupa 
case protruding from the hole (We 
found these in the You Yangs). 


lronbarks flowering in Ironbark 
Basin, Anglesea. Count the 
honeyeaters and enjoy the 
ambience. 


Waders found in mixed groups of 
Red-capped Plovers, Hooded 
Plovers and Double-banded Plovers. 
Take a beach walk on a wild day and 
find them sheltering amongst the 
sea-weed cast up on the beach. 
Look for migrants which have stayed 
behind. 


Admire the gorgeous colours of a 
salt-marsh - noonflowers and 
glassworts. 


Yellow-faced Honeyeaters - still 
flocking through. 

Rock Correa - green bells among the 
You Yangs granite. 

Gnat Orchids - with tiny flowers on 
stalk growing out of a heart 
shaped leaf. 

Spot the Crimson Rosella among the 
berries and leaves of autumn. 

Flame Robins can be found if you 

walk the North and West Tracks at 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Look 

at the Grass-trees and marvel at 

What must have been an abundant 

flowering. Feel rotten about the 

mature trees destroyed by fire. 


oO 
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ENVIRONMENT EXPO 
... Dick Southcombe 


The Expo is being co-ordinated by 
the GFNC, GEC and City of Greater 
Geelong. Friends, Landcare, 
Coastcare and conservation groups, 
government departments, 
institutions, industry and especially 
the Gould League will be involved in 
the 2-5 June Expo. 


If our sponsorship arrangements 
materialise - as we believe they will 
- the special sessions for school 
children and the general public will 
attend free of charge. 


The Gould League is providing 
expertise, a special teacher, 
equipment and materials for a 
number of hands-on activities for 
eight two-hour sessions over four 
days and lots of helpers are needed. 
Please add your name to the 
helper’s list. 


An art and photographic show 
featuring our region's natural 
features is being arranged and we 
are hopeful that the Historical 
Records Centre will also be 
involved. 


Outdoors activities such as nature 
walks, cruises and plantings are 
planned. 


All in all, it is shaping up to be an 
excellent Expo - the crucial factor is 
advising the public and 
encouraging them to attend. 

Help with distributing posters is 
needed. 


The Friday evening closing session 
is very important and once again all 
members, families and friends are 
invited. 


The Mayor will launch the Geelong 
Environment Management Strategy 


which will then be available for 


public comment. 


Trevor Pescott will speak about 
Geelong’s very significant natural 
features. 


Dr Mary White who is probably best 
known for her books Greening of 
Gondwana, After the Greening and 
her latest to complete the trilogy 
Listen—-Our Land is Crying will 
address the gathering. As many 


people are likely to attend the 
closing session we do need an 
indication of numbers to arrange 
appropriate accommodation. 
Please list your name tonight or 
‘phone me on 5243 3916. 


NB; This does not book a seat. 


Oo 


CLUB WINDCHEATERS 
... Valerie Lloyd-Jones 


At the Expo-98 in June, it is 
proposed that club helpers will 
wear a _windcheater screen- 
printed with ‘Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club’. This will 
promote our Club during that 
week. 


The garment could also be 
available for purchase by 
members, if they so desire. Full 
details, price, colour etc. will be 
available this week. 


If any members are interested in 
ordering a windcheater kindly ring 
me on Ph. 5243 3704. 


oO 


Are our records correct? 


Many of you cannot attend our 
meetings and will, therefore, be 
posting in subscriptions. 


Perhaps, at the same time, you 
could let us know if there are any 
details of your name or address 
which are incorrect on the label 
attached to your ‘Geelong 
Naturalist’. 


Also, what changes would you like 


to see in the ‘Geelong Naturalist’? 


We cannot fix it if you do not tell 
us. 
(m) 


EXCURSION REPORT 


.. . Joe Hubbard 


You Yangs 19-4-98. 


Over twenty members and friends 
took a morning walk in the northern 
section of the park which was 
accessed by Cressy Gully Road. 
The mild, overcast day made for 
good walking. 


We explored the Barros Pit area. 
This features a series of sand mining 
excavations which nature, with some 
help from her friends, is reclaiming 
as wetland. A good sign was the 
sighting of several species of 
waterbirds. 


Our turn-around point was close to 
the north-west corner of the park in 
an open rushy area. This gave us a 


.chance to admire the many 


interesting rock formations on the 
surrounding hillsides, the variety of 
trees, and a lone sentinel Wedgetail 
Eagle perched treetop on a ridge. 


After lunch we returned to the 
Branding Yard Road and took a short 
walk west to the dam area (all 
waterholes dry), to view the eastern 
side of the You Yangs peak and the 
magnificent streaked granite slab 
which seems to dominate the 
hillside. 


Some sought out the Harlequin 
Mistletoe which is common in this 
particular area. With a name like 
that, one can expect something 
special. It flowers from January for _ 
a couple of months. 


We enjoyed good bird sightings 
which included Crested Shrike-tit 
and Varied Sittella, a few plants in 
flower, some lovely gums and 
pendulous mistletoes, a- few 
kangaroos, koala, a mouse-like 
white footed creature (observed by 
one member) and little for the keen 
entomologist and herpetologist. 


o 


4 GEELONG NATURALIST Vol 34 No. 1 May 1998 


PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 1997 - 1998 


By Dick Southcombe 
April 7th, 1998. 


| have pleasure in presenting the thirty-seventh annual report of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


The seventy-one club activities scheduled on our 97-98 program, together with three association campouts, a 
workshop and Fraser Island safari, Botanic guardian's project, Reedy Lake project, various bird surveys and interclub 
excursions, have provided members wih plenty of opportunities to participate in some of the many aspects of natural 
history. Natural history covers a vast number of subjects and the question ‘does our program meet our members 
expectations?’ needs to be asked. In view of extremely little adverse comment, we have to assume the answer is yes. 
Members are urged to keep the committee informed of speakers and topics for future programs. 


Comments regarding small attendances at general meetings (50-70); excursions (10-20); and campouts (10-20); 
relative to our club’s early years, are sometimes made; perhaps the approximate 50 ‘Friends of’, Coastcare, 
Landcare, Environment and Conservation groups active in what we regard as ‘our home range’, goes some way to 
explaining the situation. Whilst these groups have a slightly different focus, they are kin and their type of program 
suits many people who have a particular interest in their local natural environment. We do not compete with one 
another, we complement one another. The free exchange of monthly publications helps us all keep in touch, work 
co-operatively and provides opportunities to increase our respective membership. 


It would be folly to rely on the free exchange arrangement to maintain, let alone gain, on our membership of about 
200. It is important that we make known the substantial contribution made and the value of the GFNC to the wider 
Geelong community and that we publicise our activities and continue encouraging people to join by stressing the 
benefits of membership. Our club whilst well known and respected by authorities and institutions, is largely unknown 
by the general public and members are urged to place copies of our 98-99 program on every public noticeboard and 
any other appropriate place. Many people are concerned about the parlous state of our natural environment and want 
to be better informed. Membership of our club would fulfil that want. This is a small but vital task that every member 
can carry out. 


Thanks to those who encouraged new members to join during 97-98. We hope our new members found our program 
stimulating, our company enjoyable and that they continue their membership. Encouraging new members is just one 
of the essential occasional or regular, small or large tasks which are effectively carried out by many willing members. 
Some tasks are quite conspicuous, many are inconspicuous. Together they create a smooth running organisation 
which we all appreciate, but none more so than the person out front and | personally thank all involved. 


At the conclusion of last year’s annual meeting, the position of Minute Secretary and three ordinary committee 
member positions were vacant. We learnt that a fairly new member Donna Wood was prepared to help and the 
committee appointed Donna Minute Secretary. Thanks Donna for carrying out that task so well, without prior 
experience of our operation. 


A full committee is necessary if externally generated business and the more important issues of immediate club 
business and our club’s future are to be dealt with properly. Because externally generated business has to be dealt 
with, in a limited time frame and those matters are usually very important, as far as the future of our natural 
environment is concerned, they take precedence over internal club issues. Ve ignore internal club business at our 
peril. Matters which should have been dealt with this year have not been put. on the agenda, because there simply 
was not enough collective committee time available. All committee members being able to attend all meetings, 
however desirable, is quite unrealistic when family commitments, holidays, earning a living, sickness etc are 
considered. The work load must be spread over more people if our club is to survive and achieve our stated 
purposes. The demands on current volunteer organisations, especially those dealing with the natural environment are 
unreasonable to say the least. 


At this stage | must mention two office bearers who have given really good service and a lot of time over the past 
year. Ray Baverstock’s quiet dedication to his financial duties as Treasurer is obvious to all at our general meetings, 
but of course it does not stop there. Ray is busy all the year and especially so when preparing for our annual meeting 
and receiving renewal subscriptions which are due tonight. Thank you Ray. As Secretary, Valda Dedman has spent 
a huge amount of time gathering information, attending extra meetings and processing letters on a range of matters - 
- mostly to do with conservation issues. Thank you Valda. 


Of various ongoing issues/projects four very different projects require the wide ranging skills of our members. 


Belmont Common. The future use of this significant Barwon River flood plain has been with us for some time and 
no doubt will be with us some time into the future. It must remain a place where the nature of this unique habitat can 
be studied and appreciated by future generations. Our ongoing surveys and actions are crucial. 


(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 


Environment Expo-Geelong 98. Our club, The Geelong Environment Council and the City of Greater Geelong, are 
co-ordinating a four day exposition concluding Friday Sth June which is World Environment Day. Planning is well 
advanced and a host of helpers are needed to make it a success. Our aim is to stimulate the public appreciation of 
Geelong’s natural environment. 


Reedy Lake Rehabilitation. Regular surveys of this drained and now refilling lake, presents an opportunity for 
members with a range of field skills to record the changes to lake life. 


Ted Errey Nature Circuit. Preliminary walks around this circuit confirm diverse habitats. Seasonal surveys will be 
held to determine what information will be displayed on plaques positioned at appropriate sites. Members’ field and 
communication skills are needed to make this a fitting tribute to Ted Errey. 

The above projects offer opportunities for all members to participate. 

In conclusion | must thank Barry Lingham as Vice President and the ordinary members of the Committee for their 
ready assistance in carrying out all manner of duties during the year and hope the incoming committee enjoys a year 
of growth and success. 

| appreciate everyone's support and their friendship. 


Thank you. 


JERRINGOT ANNUAL REPORT 1997/98 


Valda Dedman 
Jerringot Convenor 


Our efforts during the past year focussed on renegotiating our licence, which became a Management Agreement, 
valid until the end of April. We should know whether the watersports complex will go ahead when the agreement is 
again renewed. We hope to gain the two adjoining “golf course” wetlands, which are really part of the Jerringot 
system. The management of the entire Common may change and we must be pro-active in protecting and increasing 
the wetland areas there. 


Now that the Club once more has control of the Wildlife Reserve, the Jerringot Group will again look at drawing up a 
Management Plan to be considered by Committee. 


Last April we took part in a very successful Open Day wih other users of the Common. Nest boxes were erected at 
that time, and some have been used by ducks. 


The Snipefest at the end of August attracted 60 schoolchildren on the day and we assisted them with follow-up 
activities, including posters. Some design elements will be incorporated in a poster for Snipefest 98, for which we 
have received a grant of $500 from the City Council. 


Other birdwatching and community groups visit the wetland and our members are often present to assist them. Even 
when the water level is low, birds are always present. Latham’s Snipe continue to use the area, often in considerable 
numbers. The Australasian Wader Study Group again conducted mist-netting, and a more thorough survey has been 
carried out as one of the environmental studies required by the Minister for Planning. 


Jerringot was one of the official sites for. Clean-up Australia Day activities. Thanks to Dennis Greenwell and Claire 
McCormick for organising our participation. We have to continue the somewhat onerous task of keeping the area litter 
free. The Council is working on improved litter traps for drains in the Sy and we must renew contact .to have better 
traps installed at Jerringot. 


Once the autumn rains come, we will undertake some more weed eradication and planting. Working bees 
accompanied: by a sausage sizzle to make the days more of a social event, are envisioned. 


We expect to have more formal activity during 1998 than during the past year. Jerringot Wildlife Reserve, however, 
is there for everyone to use at any time. Of this the Club can be proud. 


m) 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


The Australian Bird Watcher March 
1998. Two articles on waterbirds, one 
located at Narran Wetlands, NSW, the 
other at Arcoona Lakes S.A. 


Outdoors Summer 1997/98 (DNRE) - 
a beautiful cover photograph of the 
Otway State Forest's Triplet Falls. 
There is anewy created walking track 
to these falls which are situated about 
70km from Apollo Bay. An article 
gives the history of timber cutting in 
the Otways from as early as 1852 
when the first recorded saw-mill was 
established at Apollo Bay. 


Other articles include one about the 
Eastern Barred Bandicoot, an 
intensive breeding programme, and 
the animals subsequent 
release into suitable 
habitat. The Blackberry of 
The Sea describes 
volunteer efforts to rid Port 
Phillip Bay of the kelp 
Undaria. DNRE’s Geelong office has 
set up an Undaria hotline and will co- 
ordinate the research and control 
operation. Lake Eildon National Park 
is featured in the “Discovering our 
Parks” article. 


The Bird Observer April 1998. 
“Birding in North Queensland” is an 
interesting report of an eleven week 
trip to the wet tropics of north 
Queensland encompassing places 
such as Julatten, Paluma, Cairns and 
the Daintree. ` 


“Questing New Zealand’s Birds”. Dr 
Colin Officer of Broadford, Vic. gives 
an interesting account of birds seen on 
a trip to New Zealand in late Summer 
1997. 


Flora & Fauna News (DNRE) Issue 
No.7 gives rundowns on Protecting 
the Platypus, New wildlife regulations, 
Peregrine Falcon project, Bandicoot 
celebrations and an Undaria update. 


Nature Reserve News is a Friends of 
Ocean Grove Nature. Reserve 
newsletter. We have issues 1&2 
which give news of the enthusiastic 
plans and work being carried out at 
this Reserve. Barry Lingham is 
Activities Co-ordinator and there is an 
article by Dave King on a move to re- 


establish the Small Ant Blue Butterfly 
in the area. 


Victorian Landcare Issue 7 has an 
article by Jo Curkpatrick on the Mia 
Mia project being undertaken by the 
Leigh Landcare group to revegetate 
30km of the Mia Mia creek frontage 
which, because of constant grazing 
pressure has become unstable and 
eroded and salting has occurred. 
These factors are causing water 
quality problems in the internationally 
significant Ramsar wetlands of Lake 
Murdeduke. Tree planting has begun 
and further work is being carried out 
on native grasses which could 
survive in difficult landscapes. 


Wingspan March 1998 (Birds 
Australia) - “Some Like it Hot” by 
Stephen Ambrose and Elke 
Schleucher describes adaptations 
used by Australian desert birds to 
cope with heat and dryness. 


... congratulations to Ira Savage who 
received a very special award... 


Birds Australia Conservation 
Statement No.1 is “Native 
Grasslands and the Plains- 


wanderer” by David Baker-Gabb. 
The Plains- wanderer is a small 
ground-dwelling bird of sparse native 
grasslands. Owing to the loss of 
more and more of this habitat, 
surveys have shown that this bird’s 
status is worse than previously 
thought. 


Parkwatch March 1998 - Did you 
know that 1998 has been declared 
International Year of The Ocean by 
the United Nations? 


Some headings in this magazine are: 
1998 The Year of The Ironbark, Just 
Another Tourism Asset?, The 
Victorian Marine Environment, and 


Ecological Sustainability in the 
Victorian Alps. 
Friends of Mud Islands March 


1998. “Bird Banding on Mud Islands” 
is an interesting account of eleven 
people led by Dr Clive Minton in a 
five day banding party to Mud Islands 
- congratulations to Ira Savage who 
received a very special award - a 
Certificate of Appreciation - at the 
January meeting on behalf of FOMI 
and Parks Victoria. 

o 


MORE ON THE ‘MISERABLE’ PLANT 


.. AND OTHER THINGS 
... Valda Dedman 


According to the Concise Macquarie 
Dictionary, the word miserable,can 
mean wretchedly unhappy, needy, 
worthy of pity. 


The endangered Spiny Pepper Cress 
has certainly been in need of help and 
Mark Trengove’s efforts to save it 
from extinction deserve nothing but 
praise. What a shame he missed out 
on seed collection this year! 


We will watch wih interest the efforts 
of Breamlea Progress Association to 
establish Spiny Pepper Cress in the 
Cahir Park Indigenous Gardens 
Project. 


A tremendous amount is being done 
by voluntary groups to save flora and 
fauna. Their work will be displayed 
during the Environment Expo 
Geelong 98. From 2-5 June there will 
be environmental happenings all 
round the Geelong region to coincide 
with the Expo. We anticipate there will 
be bus trips to flora and fauna sites 
and serrated tussock areas, guided 
walks in the Botanic Gardens with the 
focus on indigenous plants. tours of 
the Geelong Woolcombing Plant's 
new wool mulch process, a possum 
prow and an early bird walk on the 
waterfront. 


See you there! 


IMPORTANT REMINDER 


THE GENERAL MEETING IN 
JUNE WILL NOT BE HELD 
AT KARINGAL. 


Please refer to Dick 
Southcombe’s “Next Meeting” 
article on page one. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
BIRD GROUP 1997 / 98 


... Barry Lingham 


Another year has come and gone, 
and it is worthwhile taking time to 
review the happenings of the last 12 
months in the Bird Group. 


The network of contacts Margaret 
Cameron has built up, through her 
work with various groups, has 
allowed her to be able to draw from 
a diverse range of professional 
ornithologists and talented amateurs 
as speakers for our group. 


Topics covered by our speakers 

included: 

+ specific groups of birds such 
as cuckoos (Ken Simpson) 
and kingfishers (Gordon 
McCarthy) 

+ birds of other countries such 
as Bali (Lawrie Conole), 
Norway (Marilyn Hewish), and 
South Africa (Margaret 
Cameron) 

‘ birds of specific areas such as 
Werribee (Rohan Bugg) and 
Gluepot Reserve (Richard 
Hill} 

+ bird surveys such as the Bird 
of Prey Watch (Will Steele) 


The January meeting was 
particularly useful for those 
interested in improving their skills at 
tracking down the more elusive birds 
in our local area. Margaret, Marilyn, 
Craig and Gordon shared their 
knowedge of good birding sites and 
bird habits so that we could all 
increase our chances of detecting 
those hard to find species. 


Marilyn has spent countless hours in 
collating all our observations to 
produce the annual Geelong Bird 
Report. Every original report form is 
checked and the information edited 
for inclusion into this vital record of 
bird populations and behaviour 
within the Geelong area. Marilyn 
plans to change the format to give a 
more informative report on each of 
the local species, so we eagerly 
await the publication of the 1997 
records. 


A special thank you to all those who 
have contributed bird observation 
forms during the year. This is where 


each individual has a chance to 
add to our record bank and also 
share the excitement of unusual 
sightings with the rest of the Bird 
Group. Please keep up the good 
work, as all records are kept for 
future reference. 


Due to time restrictions at the 
meeting, we have had to limit the 
number of records actually 
discussed to five per person. 
Please select your ‘favourite five’ 
and place them in the box so that 
they will be read out. 


We have not been heavily 
involved in bird surveys, but 
records of Hooded Plovers, Swift 
Parrots and Regent Honeyeaters 
are still passed on to specific 
surveys being conducted by other 
groups. Perhaps this year we can 
become more involved in survey 
work. 


Two groups of observers 
participated in the annual 
Challenge Bird Count. This is the 
best opportunity to get to see most 
of our local birds on one day, plus 
visit a variety of great birding 
spots that you may not know 
about. i would recommend this 
activity to all those who are keen 
to improve their identification 
Skills. 


Thank you to those dedicated 
group who offer their services 
each meeting to help set up chairs 
and equipment and then put them 
back afterwards, The smooth 
running of each meeting depends 
upon these tasks being 
performed. 


Thank you also to Gordon and 
Rohan for showing us their shots 
of birds that they have seen. We 
are fortunate to have two talented 
photographers prepared to share 
these slides so we all can enjoy 
them. 


A final thank you to all who have 
come along to the Bird Group 
meetings to share our common 
bond of a love of birds and the 
environment. You are a great 
bunch! 


Oo 


PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Joe Hubbard 


The Angled Lobelia is an 
unassuming plant and the 
uncharitable might say, the only 
thing interesting about it would be its 
name. More of that later. 


It was one of several coastal plants 
from Edward's Point which 
presented itself at the meeting in 
company with Shrubby and Bearded 
Glasswort, Coast Saltbush, Seaberry 
Saltbush, Sea Rocket, Wirilda 
Wattle and Wire-leaf Mistletoe. 


Now back to Angled Lobelia. It was 
one of the few April plants flowering 
in the You Yangs. This shows that 
given reasonable growing conditions 
it is hardy and reasonably 
widespread. 


It was growing entwined with rushes 
around a tiny fresh water soak - in 
the sort of situation you would 
expect to find it. And no doubt at 
Edward's Point Reserve, it was 
growing at the edge of a wetland. 


The clue to its appearance is given 
by its specific latin name Lobelia 
alata. alate meaning winged. If you 
look at the small, pale, blue flowers 
you wi! find them fan-shaped - not 
winged. So you have to look further. 
Examine its thin, sprawling stems 
and you will find that they do appear 
to be winged, or better still, angular. 
So there you go. 


The widespread Lobelia -pratioides 
has an interesting common 3 
name of Poison Lobelia. 


Another story? 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 
... Barry Lingham 
May 28th 1998 


This month’s speaker was me, and | gave a talk on the Egrets and Herons. These birds are part of the family Ardeidae, 
sub family Ardeinae, which includes Egrets, Herons and Night Herons. Closely related families include storks, Ibis and 
Spoonbills. There are 16 species found resident in Australia plus 3 species recorded as vagrants 


The following are the birds from this family that are commonly seen around Geelong. 


Pacific Heron (White-necked Heron C&B)Ardea Pacifica 
e Large bird about 100 cm long with a wingspan of up to 1.6 metres 


e Juveniles have slight brown bands around front of neck. Breeding adults have spots on front of neck. Non-breeding 
adults have plain neck. 


In flight, a heavy bird with long wings/ slow wing beat. 

Forage in shallow water <70cm deep. 

Irruptive in wet Seasons 

Distribution: Basically Australia (except arid interior), NZ and southern PNG. 
Highest recording rate from Aug to Jan in Victoria. 


eeeoe#%@ 


Nesting either in colonies or singular. Few Vic nest records (one at Bacchus Marsh), mainly in northern areas. 


Great Egret Ardea Alba 


The word egret is from the french “aigrette”, the long filiform feathers worn on turbans in the east as a mark of honour. 
Egret populations last century were heavily depleted by the fashion industry. 


Up to 100 cm long; body only 45 cm. Pure white with variable bill, face and upper leg change colouring during 
breeding. Plumes on back and wings during breeding. 


Distribution: Most of the Southern hemisphere plus Asia, India, USA and Mexico. 

e Few breeding sites known. 

e Vic birds are usually seen in winter - these birds probably breed in the Murray Darling area. 
e Dispersive. May be migratory. Probably a regular visitor to NZ 

e Food: Almost anything - fish, frogs, eels, small birds, snakes 


Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia 

e Same size as a White-faced Heron. 

A white bird with seasonal changes in plumage and bill/face/leg colour. 

Found over most of eastern and northern Australia, but rarely in south of the Murray in Vic. Vagrant to Tas. 
Many records may be identified incorrectly. 


Details of Identification of Intermediate Vs Great Egrets are shown in the table on page 13.. 


White-faced Heron Ardea novaehollandiae 

e Common local bird 

Mate slightly larger than female as in most ardea 

Found ali over Australia, New Zealand and New Guinea 
Movements poorly understood. Locally nomadic. 
Tends to follow wetlands as waterholes dry in summer 


Food - Wide range of aquatic invertebrates and vertabrates. 
Nests in trees, often in a fork high in a eucalypt; not necessarily near water. 
Little known about breeding behaviour. 


Little Egret Ardea garzetta 

Reasonably common local bird 

Slightly smaller than a White-faced Heron. 

Found across eastern and northern Australia and parts of the western coast. 

Widely spread across the world in Africa, Europe, Southern Asia, Japan 

Movements poorly understood. Banded young disperse from SE Aust to NZ and PNG. 

Generally thought to only move over short distances, but may move longer distances to good wetlands. 


Has bred locally, but breeding records uncommon in Vic. Mainly on Murray River. 
Food - small fish, frogs and insects 
Generally white plumage with black legs and feet ( may have yellow beak when young) 


(Continued on page 9) 
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(Continued from page 8) 


Cattle Egret Ardea ibis 
This is a well named bird as itis associated the world over with cattle of various types. 


e About 70 cm long. White except when in breeding plumage when it has buff feathers on its back, upper breast and 
head. À 
e Bill is shorter than other white egrets; usually yellow but briefly red during courtship. 


Successful immigrant to Australia. Released near Derby in 1933 but died out. Dates of 1st records: 
NT 1948; Qld 1952; NSW 1954 
Vic. 1949 (Near Colac at Lake Coroooke); NZ 1963 


Partial migrant. Most birds that winter in SE Australia probably breed in SE Qld or NE of NSW, but the birds appear to 
develop breeding colonies in new areas and then move on to extend their range. 

Birds usually leave breeding colonies around March/ April but a few individuals move out earlier. 

Food: mainly grasshoppers / insects/spiders/cattle ticks/cane toads/lizards etc. 


(Rufous) Nankeen Night Heron Nycticorax caledonicus 


About 60 cm long. Adults have a black cap with rufous upper parts. Neck also rufous during courtship. Face pale 
green but blue during breeding season. Two long narrow plumes from neck. 


Habitat : Most wetlands including ocean edges and estuaries. Sometimes noted in garden ponds. 
e Mainly nocturnal. Roosts in trees during the day. 
e During mouse plagues, has been recorded around grain sheds and garbage bins. 


Usually nests in trees or shrubs but uses what is available on bare islands. Gregarious bird with many birds mixing 
together. 


Distribution: Australia except arid zones; vagrant to Tas. Southern Asia and PNG. 

e Nomadic. Follows food supply. Dispersive. 

e Young banded bird in Vic found in PNG. Movements poorly understood. 

Food: freshwater crayfish, insects, bugs, mice, molluscs, etc. 

No mention of elvers in literature, but they are a common food source of local birds! 

No detailed breeding studies. Large colonies (up to 3000). Usually with other herons or egrets. 


Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 

Small bird; only 35 cm long. 

e Male has black cap and black upper parts, 

e Female has brown replacing the male’s black parts. 

e Face and neck rufous. Stripe down neck to the belly. Striking buff wing patch. 


Usually found in fresh water swamps amongst reeds or shrub thickets. 
Distribution: Australia-Murray Darling basin. Few records in other areas. Also in Southern Africa, Southern Europe and 
Asia minor. 


Australasian Bittern Botaurus poiciloptilus 
About 70 cm long. Stocky, thick necked Heron. Generally dappled brown all over. 
Could be confused with an immature Rufous Night Heron; RNH immature has white spots on the wings) 


Found in wetlands with tall, dense cover beside shallow water. 
Sometimes in estuaries - usually near permanent water. 

Distribution: Murray Darling system, SE Aust, Tas, NZ. 

Generally sedentary. More reports around Geelong during winter months. 
No full breeding study undertaken. 


Next Month’s Speaker 


Stephen Ambrose is speaking to us on “What we found from the ABC”. Many of our members were involved in this 
survey, so it will be interesting. Meeting night is May 26th at 8:00 pm. 
oO 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 


... Valda Dedman 


Eastern Yellow Robin 


Name Eastern Yellow Robin 
Eopsaltria australis 


Description Small plump bird, grey 
above, with bright yellow breast. 
Olive on lower back (race 
chrysorrhoa in northern half of its 
range has golden rump). Juvenile 
brown, streaked. 


Length 15-16 cm. 


Voice Loud ‘chop-chop’, 
succession of piping notes. 
Food Insects and other 
invertebrates. 


Habitat From rainforest to scrub. 
Parks and gardens where sufficient 
cover. 


Range Eastern and southeastern 
fringe of mainland Australia, north 
to about Cooktown. 


Geelong All bushland areas, 
resident, breeds. Recently seen in 
suburban gardens 


Nest Deep cup of spiders’ webs, 
bark shreds, in slender tree fork. 
Lined with grass, leaves. Beautifully 
decorated with lichen, bark, moss. 
May be quite low. 2-3 apple-green 
brown-blotched eggs. 


Breeding June to December. 
Communal breeding. 


Rh 


Eastern Yellow Robins are bright- 
eyed birds you often see perched 
sideways low down on a tree trunk. 
They will watch, motionless, and 
camouflaged against the trunk, for 
insects moving on the ground, then 
dart down for the catch and return to 
exactly the same spot. Inquisitive of 
humans, they will come to feeding 
tables, or approach a gardener busy 
with the spade. In bush picnic areas 
they become tame enough to feed 
on crumbs. 


Their nests are distinctive. 
Graham Pizzey in A garden of 
birds (1988), describes them as 
“masterpieces ‘of untidy 
casualness”. Charles Belcher was 
enthusiastic: 


“| found the ti-tree just full of 
those queer little cup-shaped 
nests, built of fine pliant 
twigs, lined with a few gum- 
leaves neatly worked into the 
fabric, and ornamented on 
the outside with hanging 
strips of ti-tree bark. So 
barely they sat on the lateral 
boughs, 4 or 5 feet from the 
ground, that one wondered 
how the birds could use so 
little concealment. You had 
but to bend down (I don't 
think, in those days, even that 
was necessary in my case) 
and look through the thick 
network of ti-tree, and in one 
direction or another there was 
sure to be a nest within a 
dozen yards. And the birds, 
with their grey and green 
backs and bright orange [sic] 
breasts, flitted here and 
there, or clung to a ti-tree 
- stem a yard away, and looked 
sideways at me — the 
tamest, prettiest little 
creatures that ever were.” 


As usual Belcher was gloomy 
about the birds’ survival, as he 
saw clearing and development 
and bush fires destroy their 
habitat. He need not have feared. 
Yellow Robins are survivors. They 
were one of the first species to 
return to the burnt areas of 
lronbark Basin after the 1983 Ash 
Wednesday fires. 


Eastern Yellow Robins are 
common in Geelong's bushland 
and especially at home in the 


_ wetter Otways. 


In June 1995 Trevor Pescott first 
recorded Yellow Robins in his 
garden at Belmont; at the same 
time Rohan Bugg was seeing 
them for the first time in the town 
area of Werribee, although he had 
previously known them no closer 
than Cobbledick’s Ford. The 
move into urban areas may reflect 
the age of native shrubbery in 
suburban gardens.They were 
winter visitors to Belmont again in 
1996. 


Eopsaltria comes from the Greek 
for ‘dawn singer’. Some people 
welcome the Eastem Yellow 
Robin's dawn song, others find its 
piping monotonous. This repeated 
call can be confused with that of the 
Eastern Spinebill or the White- 
throated Treecreeper. The birds 
start feeding earlier in the day than 
most other species and may be the 
last to call as night falls. 


At the nest the male bird feeds the 
sitting female, who rises with 
quivering wings to take his offering. 
Both sexes feed the young. Parents 
and offspring may stay together as 
a unit for five months. Adults will 
feign injury to protect their young. 


Percy Wood was a fan of the Yellow 
Robin. He wrote : 


“|! am always thrilled by the 
Southern Yellow Robin. There is 
something about this lovable 
creature, wth his slow confiding 
movements and his colouring 
which, when he disappears into the 
ferny growth, makes you feel you 
have lost a friend” 


| would like to think this friend will 
always remain around the Geelong 
district and maybe visit our gardens 
more frequently. 

m| 


In future issues... 


A Dave King article about life after fires 
at the OGNR which was scheduled for 
this month. 


A timeless article from Trevor Pescott 
for those who like reading about natural 
history in the dead of night. 


Shearwaters and how their lives are 
rigidly tied to the calendar. 


With the winter soltice soon to be upon 
us, who knows what druid-like rites Joe 
Hubbard will dream up for next month. 


mj 
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BIO-DIVERSITY NOTES 


... Ade Foster 


Excursion 17/4/98 


Because our regular excursion date 
was Easter Sunday, we joined Joe 
Hubbard and other club members on 
the club excursion to the You Yangs. 
The weather was good, and quite a 
number joined the walk. The benefits 
of having a good planto along were 
immediately obvious, and we had 
several. Winston Huggins, Bob 
Preston, Polly Cutliffe and others 
were able to answer most of my 
questions, and Winston had quite a 
collection of ‘homework’ by the end 
of the day. 


We encountered some interesting 
bio-diversity fare in our travels. The 
little Grass Skinks, Lampropholis 
guichenoti , were found under pieces 
of iron near the old quarry. These 
skinks are found throughout south 
eastern Australia, in dry sclerophyll 
forests and woodlands, occasionally 
margins of cool temperate or wet 
sclerophyll forests, particularly 
Where tussock grasses occur. They 
are common in many settled areas 
and especially in suburban gardens. 
Females lay from 1-5 eggs in single 
clutches or in communal sites. 
These sites may be shared with L. 
delicata, and over 130 eggs of both 
species have been recorded 
together. More than one clutch may 
be produced per year with hatches in 
late summer or early autumn. 


An interesting weevil of the family 
Belidae took our attention. These 
differ from the true weevils, 


Curculionidae, in that their antennae . 


do not have an elbow. They are long, 
cylindrically shaped, with a long 
rostrum or beak and the antennae 


set well forward of the eyes. Our - 


weevil was Rhinotia, which feeds on 
the juices of Acacias. 


Ants were especially noticeable. | 
was bitten by a jumping ant while 
trying to catch a skink for Dennis and 
Clare’s grand-children, and the big 
bullants, Myrmecia sp., patrolled the 
paths in their typically aggressive 
manner. Later in the day, great 
swarms of ants, species unknown, 
took to the air for their nuptial flights. 


What triggers several distant 
colonies to begin these flights 
simultaneously? 


We also found two other ‘ants’, 
scurrying along or fossicking in 
the leaf litter. These were actually 
wingless female wasps, although 
they superficially resemble ants. 
The first, from the Tiphiidae 
family, was a common creature of 
my childhood; we called it a 
bluebottle. Large, brilliant metallic 
blue or green with red legs and 
antennae, they were often seen 
busily searching on our back lawn. 
They are parasitic and lay their 
eggs on the curl-grubs or 
cockchafer grubs, larvae of 
scarab beetles. | learned that they 
are extremely tough, and have a 
very nasty sting. The mere sight 
of one in those days would send 
me screaming hysterically into the 
house. The other was a lovely 


black and white Velvet ant, family . 


Mutillidae. The males are very 
large wasps wih tinted wings, the 
females wingless and hairy. They 
are parasites, too, interestingly of 
other social wasps and bees. 


A tiny Tussock moth, 
Lymantridae, was found on the 
path at one point. The larvae of 
these widely distributed moths 
have setae or hairs arranged in 
tufts on their backs, resembling 
toothbrushes, and giving rise to 
the common name. The adults 
have a bushy tuft of deciduous 
scales on the tip of the abdomen. 
These are shed when the eggs are 
laid, and remain glued to the egg 
mass, acting as camouflage from 
predatory wasps and the like. 


The day climaxed wih a visit to 
Polly's ‘pet’ Owet Nightjar, which 
appeared on cue and gave us an 
excellent sighting of this beautiful 
little bird. 


References: 

Wilson and Knowes, Reptiles of 
Australia, CD Rom, Natural 
Learning, 1995 

T.R. New, Name That Insect, 
Oxford University Press, 
1997 

Zborowski and Story, Field Guide 


to Insects in Australia, Reed 


Books, 1995 
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Meeting 22/4/98 

The meeting this month was a slide 
night, and we were treated to a feast 
of wonderful photography. Dave 
King brought along a series of slides 
of spiders found in and around the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. | 
don’t think people truly appreciate 
how beautiful spiders are, but Dave’s 
macro photography showed them in 
their true colours. Les Barrow, ever 
a bundle of surprises, has somehow 
managed to inherit a large collection 
of natural history slides and he whet 
our appetites with a small selection. 
They included, spiders, moths, 
lizards, caterpillars and birds. With 
time, Les will catalogue and clean 
his collection, and we look forward to 
future viewings. 


Next Excursion: May 10th - 
Mother’s Day, we will venture into 
Lederderg Gorge. Because of the 
distance to travel and lack of lovely 
day-light saving we will meet at the 
Corio Village car-park in Anakie 
Road at 8.30 am. All welcome. 


Next Meeting: Wednesday 27 
May will look at cockroaches and 
their relatives. 


m 


Austral Tobacco 
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CUCKOO CALLS AND A CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE 
... By Marilyn Hewish 


For the last 17 years | have believed 
that | could easily distinguish the 
calls of the Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
(fast repeated rising whistle) and the 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo (slower 
deliberate falling whistle). 


On 9 Nov. 1997, | was bird-watching 
around Lake Lorne in Drysdale with 
Bill Stent, a beginner bird-watcher. 
From the other side of the lake we 
could hear a _ Shining-Bronze- 
Cuckoo, endlessly calling and 
sounding quite demented in its 
fervour. | would have added the bird 
to my list and left it at that, but Bill of 
course wanted to see the bird. Along 
walk later, Bill spotted the bird 
perched high on a bare branch. Just 
as | was saying "What a lovely view 
of a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo!", the 
bird turned and gave me a full view 
of its breast bars. | almost dropped 
my binoculars - the breast bars were 
well-defined and broken down the 
centre, a diagnostic feature of a 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo. | found 
myself suffering from a weird sense 
of dislocation and panic - how could 
| be hearing the full-throated call of 
a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo issuing 
from a Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo? 
Was | looking at the right bird? Yes, 
its bill was opening in time with the 
calls. Could | have been getting it 
wrong for the last 17 years? How 
many hundreds of records and how 
many dozens of survey lists would | 
have to retract? What about all the 
bird-watchers who learnt cuckoo 
calls from me? How am | going to 
explain this to Bill? 


In a few moments, | calmed down 
and thought to look carefully at other 
features of the bird, something | 
hadn't done for many years such was 
my confidence in my call 
identification. 


The train of thought went thus: The 
well-defined breast bars suggest an 
adult bird (all the immature Bronze- 
Cuckoos | had seen before had 
shadowy or almost invisible breast 
bars: see also The Graham Pizzey 
and Frank Knight Field Guide 
to the Birds of Australia, 


iy 
ATATEN OEA TPE RE EL ET 


97 Grey Street, Bacchus Marsh. 3340 


Angus & Robertson, 1997). And if 
it is an adult, the central break in 
the bars suggest a Horsfield's 
Bronze. 


But if it's a Horsfield's Bronze it 
should have a dark bar through 
the eye. No sign of any bar, just 
an all-over dusky brown wash on 
the crown and face, reaching 
down over the face and throat like 
a hood. And a Horsfield's Bronze 
should also have bright reddish- 
brown patches on each side of the 
tail, next to the rump. No patches 
visible. 


So it really was an immature 
Shining-Bronze Cuckoo with 
atypical plumage. The strong 
breast bars and the brown hood 
are not shown in any field guide | 
own. Pizzey and Knight show a 
brown _ strongly-defined crown 
only, not reaching the eye, and a 
White face. The closest picture | 
have found is in Pizzey's first book 
(A Field Guide to the Birds of 
Australia, Angus & Robertson, 
revised edition 1991), but even 
there the brown on the face is 
patchy and not uniform as on the 
bird observed at Lake Lorne. 


So any Bronze-Cuckoo with 
broken breast bars is suspect, 
until you can also either look for a 
band through the eye or rufous 
patches on the tail, or until you 
hear the absolutely diagnostic 
(thank goodness!) call. 


There is always something new to 
learn about birds, even after 17 


` years. That is one of the great joys 


of the hobby. 


GANNETS AND 
SHEARWATERS 


| Two of my favourite places in the 


Western District are Portland with its 
great views of the bay and the open 
sea and Port Fairy which is a 
delightful fishing village. 


A couple of weeks ago, at Portland 
we walked the Smelter Track which 
was funded by the smelting plant 
and formed in consultation with 
several community groups, 
particularly the Portland FNC. 


The walk follows the tops of the cliffs 
on the southern shore opposite the 
Great South West Walk. This gives 
great coastal views and at the end 
there is a fenced-off gannet and 
shearwater (‘muttonbird’) colony. 
The local authorities really mean 
business in excluding intruders 
because the fence is two metres 
high with double gates chained and 
padiocked and the fence is 
electrified. 


A well placed seat allows you to look 
at the main gannet area on the 
Lawrence Rocks which are small 
islands a couple of kilometres off- 
shore. On the tops of the island cliffs 
you can see a couple of thousand 
gannets. They are not huddled 
together but carefully spaced so as 
to avoid the neighbours’ flapping 
wings. In the early morning sunlight 
it was a great sight to see what 
appeared to be a pattern of white 
dots on the green cliff-tops.. 


Moving on to Port Fairy we walked 
across the causeway to Griffiths 
Island which is almost entirely one 
large shearwater colony catering for 
several tens of thousands of birds. 
There are thousands of burrows and 
even wthout leaving the walking 
track (strictly forbidden) we could 
see at least one young bird huddled 
in a burrow. 


The DNRE has a viewing platform 
on the island to enable visitors 
between September and April to 
see thousands of birds returning to 
their burrows in the evening to feed 
their chicks. 


DNRE staff lead viewing parties and 
the details of these times are 
available from the Port Fairy 
Information Centre. 

oO 
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EGRET IDENTIFICATION (from Bird Group Report, page 8) 
. Barry Lingham 


Great Egret 
Tall, graceful, neck kinked. 
83-103cm long 


Intermediate Egret 
Graceful, medium sized egret 
56-70cm long cf WFH ~68cm 


Breeding Breeding 


Non-breeding Non-breeding 
al ea 


Bill colour Grey Black Usually yellow Pink-red Yellow 
Rarely yellow Grey/black tip yellow tip 


Bare face colour 


Green (briefly blue) Yellow Bright Green Green yellow 
or yellow 


Plumes On back and None On back wings and|None 
wings chest 


Upper leg Black with reddish|Grey-black Bright red to yellow Yellow or brown or 
wash green or grey 


Grey-black Grey-black Grey-black Grey-black 


hs Ee Tae SO ee ee Se ee Pe ee lA a Ic Se tears | 
Key identification marks 


Most birds we see are non-breeding and the main confusion is between smaller Great Egrets and Intermediate Egrets. 
BEWARE: some young Little Egrets have yellow beaks - they may look like Intermediates. 


Most reliable method is to check the distance that the bare facial skin extends 
In the Great Egret the skin extends beyond the eye 
In the Intermediate Egret the skin extends only as far as the eye 


Less reliable field marks 


Great Egret has head/neck equal to about 1 % body lengths. Great Egret has flat forehead. 
Intermediate Egret has head/neck equal to body length. Intermediate has rounded forehead. 
Great Egret tends to hunt with neck in a bent position. Great Egret has no jowss (under chin droop) 
Intermediate Egret tends to hunt with a straighter neck. Intermediate has noticeable jows. 

oO 
BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS April 1998 -- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by Margaret Cameron (MAC), Marilyn Hewish (MHe), Kaye Campbell (KC), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Ray  — 


Baverstock (RBa), Ray Beckworth (RBe), Barry Lingham (BL), Gordon McCarthy (GMC), Robert Preston (RP), Polly Cutcliffe (PC), 
John Bottomley (JB), Liz Kerr (LK), Valda Dedman (VWD). 


The Werribee Treatment works continues to uphold its reputation as a spot to see rare waders. polvia and Kay were able to view a 
Red-necked Phalarope that was partially in breėding plumage during early April. 


The influx of honeyeaters has started: Marilyn has reported upon flocks of these birds passing through the Lerderderg Gorge. It 
seems this is a route used during Autumn. Other Autumn birds such as Flame Robins have also arrived. Rohan also noted a 
Red-capped Robin in Long Forest - perhaps they may return to the You Yangs this year. Keep an eye out if you visit the You Yangs. 


John Bottomley reported a Speckled Warbler visiting his bird bath near Anakie. Many of us have spent a lot of time searching for 

. these warblers, so | think John was very lucky to have them visiting him. John was also impressed by being able to watch some 
passing YTBCs during the second quarter of the football at Kardinia Park. It appears that these cockies are not frightened by the 
sight of 18 Cats in action! 


No one has reported any OBPs this year. A trip to the wetlands may be required. Don't forget the Swift Parrot / Regent Honeyeater 
survey on the weekend of the 9th and 10th of May. Keep a record of any sites you visit. Non- sightings also help to give a picture of 
where these species are at this time of year. 


(Continued on page 14) 
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Darter 

Little Egret 
Straw-necked ibis 
Chestnut Teal 

Grey Teal 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Little Eagle 


Australian Crake 
Spotless Crake 


Masked Lapwing 
Black-fronted Plover 
Red-necked Avocet 
Black-winged Stilt 


Banded Stilt 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Grey-tailed Tattlers 
Common Sandpiper 


Common Tern 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 
Little Corella 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Little Lorikeet 

Musk Lorikeet 
White-throated Needletail 
Singing Bushlark 
Bassian Thrush 

Flame Robin 


Red-capped Robin 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Golden Whistler 


Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler 
Speckled Warbler 

Brown Thornbill 

Yellow Thornbill 

Red Wattlebird 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Crescent Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 

Zebra Finch 

Olive -backed Oriole 
White-winged Chough 
Australian Magpie-lark 
Dusky Woodswallow 


Grey Butcherbird 
Pied Currawong 


Australian Raven 
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9/04/98 
17/04/98 
29/03/98 
19/04/98 
16/04/98 
15/04/98 
23/04/98 

8/04/98 
26/04/98 

6/03/98 
25/03/98 
19/04/98 
19/04/98 

8/04/98 
16/04/98 
24/04/98 
16/04/98 
20/04/98 
22/04/98 
19/04/98 
20/04/98 

3/04/98 

5/04/98 

4/04/98 
17/04/98 

9/04/98 

8/03/98 
14/04/98 
17/04/98 
18/04/98 
22/04/98 
26/04/98 

9/04/98 

5/04/98 
24/04/98 
24/04/98 

5/04/98 
28/04/98 
10/04/98 
24/04/98 
17/04/98 
11/04/98 

8/04/98 
14/04/98 

7/04/98 
11/04/98 
18/04/98 
19/04/98 
19/04/98 
20/03/98 
16/03/98 

5/04/98 
24/04/98 

5/04/98 

5/04/98 

5/04/98 

8/04/98 
23/04/98 
11/04/98 
19/04/98 
23/04/98 
11/04/98 
23/04/98 
25/03/98 
19/04/98 
21/04/98 
19/04/98 
10/04/98 


Bungey's Hole, Werribee River 

Werribee River. K Road Cliffs. 

Highton. Flying West. 

Jerringot (been seen since August 1997) 

Jerringot : 

Portarlington. Soaring high over Scotchman's Hill. 
Cobbledick's Ford, Werribee River. 

Cobbledick's Ford, Werribee River. 

Princes Freeway near Little River crossing. 

Point Lonsdale (Suma Park). 

Mount Duneed 

Jerringot. Feeding on open mud . 

Jerringot. Red eye and legs, brown wing, white bars under tail. 
Jerringot. 

Jerringot. Feeding with two Black-fronted Plover. 
Belmont. Checking flat roofed house where they nested in 1997 
Jerringot. 

Moolap Salt Works. With Banded Stilts. 

Drysdale. Lake Lorne. 

Jerringot. 

Moolap Salt Works. With Avocets. 

Werribee Treatment Plant. Rare visitor watched for 2 hours. 
Swan Bay at Queenscliff. Not seen for some time. 
Serendip. 

Werribee River. K Road Cliffs. 

Point Henry. 

Highton. Flying south east 

Belmont. Flying south east. 

Highton. Flying west. Largest flock seen this year. 
Geelong. Kardinia Park 2nd quarter! Flying east. 
Barwon Heads Road. 

South Geelong. 

Wyndhamvale (Werribee) 

Lerderderg Gorge (south end). Unusual in gorge. 
Belmont. Autumn visitor. 

Belmont. Autumn visitor. 

Lerderderg Gorge (south end). Flying in cloud bank. 
Little River township. 

Lerderderg Gorge (south end). Only seen in Autumn or Spring. 
Cobbledick's Ford, Werribee River. 1st return for 1998 
Bacchus Marsh. 1st return. 

Long Forest. Male. Unusual visitor. 

Cobbledick's Ford, Werribee River. 

Highton. Female seen on two days. Not seen for some years. 
Belmont. Hit window being chased by NH Honeyeater. 
Long Forest. Late stay. 

Bacchus Marsh. 1st return. 

Jerringot. Late stay record. 

Anakie. Bathing in bird bath with other passerines. 
Highton. Rare visitor to this garden. 

Highton. Seen over a fortnight from this date. 
Lerderderg Gorge (south end). Unusual in gorge.. ° 
Cobbledick's Ford, Werribee River. 

Lerderderg Gorge (south end). Autumn passage. 
Lerderderg Gorge (south end). Autumn passage. 
Lerderderg Gorge (south end). Autumn passage. 
Highton. 1st return this year to the garden. 
Cobbledick's Ford, 

Long Forest. 

You Yangs. Great Circle track, southern end. 

Bacchus Marsh. 1st flock of the Autumn. 

Long Forest. 

Bacchus Marsh. Moving north. 

Highton. Seen regularly. Feeds on insects and grubs in shrubs. 
South Geelong. 

Belmont. Flying over towards the north west. 
Jerringot. Flying over. 

Lerderderg Gorge entrance. 
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